
A Major NESP and UMRRP Enabler and Supporter…

Illinois Waterway Ports 
Commission Update

30 August 2023



The Big Ask
• Let the World know that the Illinois Waterway Ports 

Commission and the Corn Belt Ports Exist (Here to 
stay in a globally significant way). 

• Help us come up with a way (or ways) to fund 
Operations of the Illinois Waterway Ports 
Commission beyond October 2023 ($750K). 



Adding  Value By…
• Protecting the integrity of the supply chain for future generations.

• Attracting increased federal and state government, private 
business, and non-profit organization investment in our 
transportation and natural infrastructure  

• Reducing transportation costs for our exports and making us 
more competitive in the global marketplace. 

• Being the regional economic development cluster.

• Achieving national and regional sustainability goals.
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Conspicuously Absent 2019

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

National Ports GIS Database Map

The Inland Ports 
“Black Hole”

(Port Shadow Zone)

Locks & Dam 26

Being in Flyover 
Country is Bad Enough

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00
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Corn Belt Ports Added 2020/21

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00

National Ports GIS Database Map

Locks & Dam 26

https://geospatial-usace.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/b7fd6cec8d8c43e4a141d24170e6d82f_0/explore?location=36.975090%2C-98.856999%2C5.00


Major Cities 
Peoria Metropolitan Area
Ottawa

Ports (State Recognized)
Havana Regional Port (2311)
Heart of Illinois Regional Port (2312) 
Illinois Valley Regional Port (2313)
Ottawa City Port (7712)
Seneca Regional Port (7710)

Metropolitan Planning Organization
Tri-County (Primary Applicant) 

Regional Planning Agencies (See Map)
North Central Illinois
Tri-County
Western Illinois

USACE (Corps) ILWW Project Office
Peoria 

Supporting USCG (Coast Guard) Office
Peoria

Illinois Waterway Visitors Center
Starved Rock Lock and Dam (Ottawa)

Lead Resource Supt Agency (Western IL Univ)
Institute for Rural Affairs (Plus)

Illinois Waterway (ILWW) 
Ports Commission
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Goal: > 15 M Tons

Illinois Waterway Ports
Commission



Corn Belt Ports

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(A Top 50 US Port)

(Port Regions/Port Statistical Areas)

Corn for Grain 2018

Production by County

For Selected States

NESP
Enabler
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A Port Shadow Zone



Why Now?
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You can’t Invest in a Port that Doesn’t Exist

Federal Port Investment Since 2003 (USDOT):

St. Louis (30.5 M tons)                    $50M +
Illinois River (Total) (30.9 M tons)     $ 0.0 ?  
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https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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First Time in 
U.S. History!

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards


41 Mid-America Port

     Commission

2022 POWER PORTS Global Trade : July/August 2022 
(mydigitalpublication.com)

Top 50 Power Ports

Need to Add the Upper 
Mississippi River Ports (IL & IA)

https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports


https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download

Need to Add the 
Upper Mississippi River 

Ports (IL & IA)

https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65990/dot_65990_DS1.pdf?download-document-submit=Download 


?

https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Types-of-Ports/tb7x-7n7g

? Need to Add the 
Upper Mississippi 
River Ports (IL & IA)



Illinois Waterway 
Ports Commission

❑SB46  ILWW Port 
Commission (11 May)
Illinois General Assembly - Bill Status for 

SB0046 (ilga.gov)

➢Senate 57 Yea  0 Nays     
 10300SB0046_03292023_035000.pdf (ilga.gov)

➢House 113 Yea  0 Nays  
10300SB0046_05112023_009000T.pdf (ilga.gov)

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=46&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=143008&SessionID=112
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=46&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=143008&SessionID=112
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/103/senate/10300SB0046_03292023_035000.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/103/house/10300SB0046_05112023_009000T.pdf


Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA)
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$1.24 Billion
More Operations & Maintenance 

Funding Expected in 2023 and 2024

(Includes Total Corn Belt Ports Area Investments Related to Waterways)

https://www.irpt.net/usace-releases-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-spend-plan-2/

https://www.irpt.net/usace-releases-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-spend-plan-2/


Corn Belt Ports Regional 
Investments

• FY22 USACE Work Plan

• Tri-State Mid-America Port Commission Area 
($63.177M) - Handled 15.0 M Tons of Freight in 2020

• Illinois Waterway Ports Area ($76.506) - Handled 14.9 M 
Tons of Freight in 2020

• Upper Mississippi River Ports (IL & IA) Area ($125.015M) 
– Handled 8.4 M Tons of Freight in 2020

• Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA): $1.24B

• Mid-America Port Commission ($849.13M)

• Illinois Waterway Ports ($309.178M) 

• Upper Mississippi River Ports (Formerly Mississippi River 
Ports of E. Iowa and W. Illinois) ($84.042M)



NESP Projects

General Depiction 
of Port Boundaries 

Locks & Dam 26

ILWW Ports

Mid-America
Port Commission

UMR Ports

https://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Navigation/NESP/

Ecosystem
Restoration
Projects ?
$1.7B Total 

Northern 
Grain 
Belt Ports

https://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Navigation/NESP/


Future Planned Upper Mississippi 
River Restoration (UMRR) Projects

Upper Mississippi River Ports (IL & IA) 
(Total Multi-Year Cost $192,439, 822)
• Lower Pool 10 Island and Backwater 

Complex
• Pool 12 Overwintering
• Green Island, IA, Pool 13
• Lower Pool 13 
• Beaver Island, Pool 14
• Steamboat Island, Pool 14 
• Huron Island, Pool 18
• Keithsburg Division, Pool 18 

Mid America Port Commission (IL, MO, IA) 
(Total Multi-Year Cost $95,379,680)
• Ted Shanks, Pool 24
• Clarence Cannon, Pool 25
• Gilead Slough, Pool 25 
• Red's Landing Wetlands, Pool 25
• Yorkinut Slough, IL, Pool 26

Northern Grain Belt Ports (WI & MN) (Total 
Multi-Year Cost $84,638,000)
• Lower Pool 4, Big Lake 
• Robinson Lake, MN, Pool 4 
• Conway Lake, Pool 9 
• Harpers Slough, Pool 9
• Reno Bottoms, Pool 9 
• McGregor Lake, Pool 10 

Illinois Waterway Ports* 
No Specific Future Projects Identified 
at Present

* A Focus Area:  Inland Port Not Federally Recognized 
for 15 years, No UMRR Project in a Decade, Only Capital
Investment Strategy Group A Lock in the Nation not 
Under Construction  (Gateway Lock).



Middle
Mississippi

  River Ports
      (Open River) Ohio 

River
Ports

Mid-America
Port Commission

Upper 
Mississippi 
River Ports

(IL & IA) Illinois
Waterway

 Ports

Lake
Michigan

Ports

Illinois Ports Regions
(Regional Freight Tonnage Matters)

• The Corn Belt Ports are a 
fundamental and foundational 
part of the Illinois Marine 
Transportation System

• The Corn Belt Ports are 
directly served by and are 
within the Lock & Dam System

• Most Urban/City Point Ports 
within the Lock & Dam System 
went away with the 
Steamboats

• The Corn Belt Ports are now 
characterized by distributed 
terminals (often rural) along 
the narrow waterways  

Very General 
Depiction of 
Boundaries L/D 26
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