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History of the 

Plan

➢ First Illinois Water Plan issued in 1967

➢ Task force appointed by Governor Thompson 
in 1980

➢ First task force meeting was May 6, 1980

➢ Focused on policy level individuals from 
various agencies

➢ Updated Illinois Water Plan submitted to the 
Governor January 31, 1984  --- “…intended to 
provide policy and program guidance in 
water resource management.”

➢ 17 Special Reports on Critical Issues were 
published from 1982-1991

➢ State Water Plan updates were published 
through 1994



State Water Plan Task Force
➢ Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)

• Office of Water Resources (OWR)

• Office of Resource Conservation (ORC)

• Office of Mines and Minerals (OMM)

➢ Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)

➢ Illinois Pollution Control Board (IPCB)

➢ Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)

➢ Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA)

➢ Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA)

➢ Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)

➢ Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (IDCEO)

➢ Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS)

➢ Illinois Water Resources Center (IWRC)

1980 Appointed Agencies equivalents



What is the 

State 

Water 

Plan?

• “For state agencies to develop a concise plan for 
addressing the water issues facing the state in an 
efficient and unified front.”  

Mission

• To develop a Plan that provides policy and program 
guidance in water resources management and 
ensures that the water resources of the state are 
available to all in Illinois regardless of race, income, 
housing status, or geography, and that remediation 
efforts enhance and protect water quality and 
supply for all Illinoisans and wildlife.

Goals

• IL General Assembly

AudienceOpportu
nity



Plan Development Process

Organize

•Determine new critical issues and/or updates to existing

•Assign lead and supporting agencies

•Establish consistent practices

Research & 
Outreach

•Create committees for the critical issues

•Identify issues, impacts, on-going activities, recommendations and benefits

•Solicit public and stakeholder input

Publish

•Combine findings and publish report

•Determine next steps

•Provide status updates as issues and recommendations are addressed

Implement

•Formal declaration of State Water Plan Task Force

•Implement the plan’s recommendations

•Regular update to public



Infrastructure planning

13%

Incorporate into a local 

comprehensive plan

13%

Regional/watershed area 

planning

17%

Public policy reforms

14%

Public education with 

residents

20%

State agency programming

8%

Request funding for, or 

through state agencies

11%

Other (please specify)

4%

How can I use the State Water Plan?

Survey Question: How do you plan on 

using the State Water Plan?



Report 

Overview

Section 1 – Letter from Task Force Chair

Section 2 – Agency Support

Section 3 – Introduction

Section 4 – Social and Environmental Justice

Sections 5 to 17 – Thirteen Critical Topics

Section 18 –Recommendations & Cross Cutting Impacts

Section 19 – Conclusions

Appendices 



13 Critical Issues

1. Water 
Quality

2. Climate 
Change

3. Integrated 
Water 

Management

4. Long Term 
Funding

5. Water 
Sustainability

6. Lake 
Michigan

7. Flood 
Damage 
Mitigation

8. Aquatic 
and Riparian 

Habitat

9. Water Use 
Laws and 

Regulations
10. Navigation

11. Erosion 
and 

Sedimentation

12. Data 
Management

13. Recreation



Example Section

Overview Issues



Example Report 

Recommendations

Issue Recommendation Lead 

Agency

Funding Action

Provide Social Equity in 

services by giving service 

to those most in need 

first.

1. Prioritize services to vulnerable and low-income 

communities. Communities that meet such criteria will 

be assisted as top priority for services rendered by OWR 

and for capital improvement projects. 

IDNR-OWR Maintain 

Annual

Program

Ensure Illinois has a 

Sustainable Water Supply 

for all communities and 

users.

2. Update the statewide water demand forecasts with 

annual water use data and population forecasts. 

Determine sustainable water yield for all water supply 

sources and update every five years. Annually evaluate 

shortages. These data will be provided on a GIS 

application, available to the public, and easily accessible.

IDNR-OWR Maintain 

Annual

Program

Solutions to water supply 

issues need to be derived 

from local collaboration 

and not directed from 

the state level.

3. Establish regional water supply committees 

throughout the state where there is sufficient local 

interest. Ensure consistent funding and data are readily 

available to support regional water supply committees. 

Add structure to regional plans to have local 

stakeholders identify and report on capital 

improvement project needs related to water 

sustainability.

IDNR-OWR Increased 

Annual

Program

Need to identify climate 

change impacts on 

evaporation rates.

4. Document the effects of climate change on 

evaporation. The new study will focus on evaporation 

impacts due to higher temperatures and more extreme 

droughts expected from climate change. The resulting 

evaporation rates, along with other factors will lead to 

improved assessments of water availability.

ISWS One-Time Study

Rivers have no 

established minimum 

flow requirements which 

impacts downstream 

users and aquatic life.

5. Work with regional water supply planning 

committees to develop program policy and/or regional 

ordinances for implementation during emergencies 

including stream minimum flow protection.

IDNR-OWR Maintain 

Annual

Policy

The State’s Drought Plan 

is outdated.

6. Update the State of Illinois Drought Preparedness and 

Response Plan to ensure clear responsibilities, 

authorities/decision-making, and action plans are in 

place when drought conditions occur.

IDNR-OWR One-Time Study



Recommendations



Water Sustainability

 Statewide Water Sustainability 
assessment

 Regional recommendation and 
funding requests to address water 
shortfalls and concerns

 Evaluate impacts of climate 
change on reservoir evaporation

 Develop template water 
ordinances to assist community 
during times of water 
emergencies

 Update the State Drought Plan

 Improve Water reporting



Overarching Recommendations

147 
RecommendationsDuplicates -                

7%

Cross-Cutting  -        
25%

Social & Environmental 
Justice - 23%

Climate Change – 
33%

Includes Outreach - 
25%

Data Collection, 
Analysis & Sharing - 

33%

Working Group / 
Collaboration -          

20%



Example Cross-Cutting Recommendations
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Distribution 

of Funding 

Needs
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No. of Recommendations for 

Each Lead Agency

1

1

18

61

27
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IDNR-OLM
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IEMA
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TBD

(Note: 80 total for IDNR)



Keep up to 

date!

 Stay informed of our current efforts 

and your future opportunities to 

participate at:

https://www2.illinois.gov/Water

Resources/StateWaterPlanTask

Force.aspx

https://www2.illinois.gov/WaterResources/StateWaterPlanTaskForce.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/WaterResources/StateWaterPlanTaskForce.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/WaterResources/StateWaterPlanTaskForce.aspx


State Water Plan’s Future?

Source: IDNR & ISWS Web maps

General Assembly 

Passes Needed 

Legislation

Task Force and 
Committees 

Continue to Meet

Task Force is 
Funded

Continue Updating 
Website

IWIC Launches
General Assembly 

Funds 
Recommendations

Measure Results
Quarterly/Annual 

Status Reports
“Paper” Report 
every 10 years



Measuring Results & Quarterly Reporting

Water Sustainability

Wei Han - Wei.Han2@Illinois.gov

Task Task Contact
Est. % 
Comp.

Est Date 
Comp. Description of Status Funding Needs Restrictions / Obstuctions Priority

1
Prioritize services to underserved communities

Wei Han 
wei.han2@illinois.gov 0% 12/31/2025

Have not been started yet, Need to determine how underserved 
communities will be defined $0 OWR Staff Availability 1

2 Determine sustainable water yield for all water supply sources 
and share online

Wei Han 
wei.han2@illinois.gov 75% 6/30/2025 Data is near completion, online application to be improved $250,000 ISWS availability 2

3
Establish and support regional water supply committees

Wei Han 
wei.han2@illinois.gov 50% 6/30/2023 5 of 10 regions implemented, intending initiating #6 this year

$30,000 
annually/region Funding and staffing levels 3

4
Study evaporation impacts from climate change

Wei Han 
wei.han2@illinois.gov 0% 6/30/2027 Planned contractual work for State Fiscal Years 2026-2027 with ISWS

Estimated 
$125,000

Staffing availabiility at the IL 
State Water Survey 5

5 Develop minimum stream flow protection for during 
emergencies

Wei Han 
wei.han2@illinois.gov 0% 12/31/2030 Need to determine all parties to be involved in this evaluation tbd Participant Availabilty 4

6
Update IL Drought Preparedness and Response Plan

Wei Han 
wei.han2@illinois.gov 0% 12/31/2030 Need to evaluate when this can be completed tbd OWR Staff Availability 6

7
Improve water use accuracy with outreach and metering

Walt Kelly 
wkelly@illinois.edu 0% 6/30/2025 Effort to begin July 2023 $50,000 Funding in FY24-25 7

Next Task Force Meeting Oct. 17, 2023 



Website Development & Updates
22



Questions?

Stephen C. Altman, P.E., CFM

Manager, Division of Resource 
Management

IDNR – Office of Water Resources

Steve.Altman@illinois.gov
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